
Altogether, more than two-thirds of all 
refugees worldwide come from just five 
countries, with Syrian refugees accounting 
for almost one-third of the world’s refugee 
population, followed by Afghanistan, South 
Sudan, Myanmar and Somalia. In Somalia, 
the violent conflict forcing people to flee 
their homes has lasted for almost 30 years.

Half of the refugee population worldwide are 
children and youth below the age of 18, more 
than 110,000 are separated from their families. In 
2018, 27,600 separated and unaccompanied 
children sought asylum in countries around the 
world. Forced displacement has severe 
consequences for children’s education 
opportunities, and currently 3.7 million refugee 
children are out of school.



13 million
The number of child refugees in the world

In Syria alone, more than 6.6 
million people have fled, 
seeking safety in Lebanon, 
Turkey, Jordan and beyond.






